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The monuments of the brewing industry in the region of Dvůr Králové, in the East Bohemia, reflect a picture of interesting past and  piteous present. The aim of this thesis is to outline the development of three objects of the industrial monuments in Dvůr Králové nad Labem and its surroundings – the former breweries in Dvůr Králové nad Labem, in Choustníkovo Hradiště and in Žireč.

The brewery in Dvůr Králové nad Labem was finished in September 1862 thanks to the combined effort of the citizens having the brewing right. It was, as one of the first breweries in the Czechlands, steam-powered from the beginning. The brewery was sold in 1877 to František Klazar, in 1948 it was nationalized and as a part of East Bohemian brewery combine, it gradually began to close the individual shops in years 1978 – 1982. This was followed by a vast dismantling of the machinery, power distribution and other inner equipment, which resulted in almost complete historical devaluation of the object. What has remained is now an estate of a historical importance but of no function and minimal evidence of production. Its grounds are used by a building company. The object was damaged by the construction of the supermarket Billa in 2001.

The other two objects – Žireč and Choustníkovo Hradiště represent smaller breweries, where the production was updated mainly in the 19th century, but without using the steam drive. It is possible to recognise the architectural centre of the building already from the pre-industrial era of the development of the large manorial estate.

The brewery in Choustníkovo Hradiště was, until its closure in autumn 1948, the property of Count Franz Anton von Špork Foundation, founded in 1711. Owing to the fact that there was a ciderhouse in the building after 1948, there were certain reamins of the brewery shop preserved. There is partly the brewery equipment preseved, however, the building itself has becoming seriously dilapidated since the 90´s of the last century.

While the end of the brewery in Choustníkovo Hradiště was caused by the historical-economical situation after the second World War, the brewery in Žireč finished its shop already during the great economic crisis in the beginning of the 30´s of the 20th century. Since 1880 the former minorial estate Žireč was the property of Josef Etrich, the industrial businessman who was also a founder of the industrial processing of jute in the region. Historical value of the object lies, apart from the authenticity of material and architectural form, also in the authenticity of the atmosphere of the place, which is in this case, the place of the minorial estate. The estate is formed by a brewery building, originally of baroque and austere architecture, together with the neighbouring historically preserved building of the jesuit residence and a church of St. Anna as well as the former seigniorial yard, distillery and a spinning mill of jute.

The brewing industry in the region of Dvůr Králové nad Labem is concluded chapter and its architectural shapes of the preserved buildings is the only reainder of its development and its end. It is ironic that the equipment and the remains of production in the most precious estate of the brewery in Choustníkovo Hradiště is now the most devastated. Such as the political-economical circumstances were entering the phenomenon of brewing industry in the past, thus contemporary state of remains is the reflection of the society on the industrial monuments. 
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