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Polonika na fotografiach w zespolach i zbiorach Archiwum Ziem-
skiego w Opawie oraz mozliwosci ich prezentacji online
w Archiwum Cyfrowym

Polonics in photographs in funds and collections of the Land Archives
in Opava and the possibilities of their presentation online
in the Digital Archive

Streszczenie

Fotografie w zespotach oraz w zbiorach Archiwum Ziemskiego w Opawie
(dalej ZAO) maja gltéwnie dokumentalny cel i warto$¢. Polonika wystepuja
przede wszystkim w zespolach dotyczacych instytucji administracyjnych i po-
licyjnych. W tych zespotach mozna najtatwiej znalez¢ ,,polskie” informacje
w rozwijajacym si¢ Archiwum Cyfrowym ZAO (http://digi.archives.cz). Naj-
czesciej sa to portrety os6b nadzorowanych lub $ciganych, dalej poglady sytu-
acyjne w kwestiach sporow lub fotokopie waznych dokumentow. ,,Schowane”
obrazowe polonika znajduja si¢ rowniez w tych jednostkach archiwalnych, gdzie
zdjecia dokumentujg topograficznie lub personalnie terytorium osiedlone przez
Polakow. Dotyczy to np. zespotow osobistych Jozefa Kozdonia lub Rudolfa Fit-
za, zespolow roznych stowarzyszen (np. Slaska Macierz O$wiaty Ludowej) oraz

organizacji spotecznych (np. Czechostowacki Zwiazek Wychowania Fizycznego

— Wojewodzki Komitet w Ostrawie).
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Typowym przyktadem dotad jeszcze catkowicie nieudokumentowanych ob-
razowych polonikow jest zawartos¢ kilku znaczacych zespotow zaktadowych,
szczegolnie specjalizowanych zbioréw dokumentacyjnych. Najwazniejszym
z nich jest Zbior Materiatéw Fotograficznych Huty w Trzyncu, p.p. Trzyniec,
1871 - 1991 z kilkoma tysiacami jednostek, ktory jest w duzej czesci opisany
1 zdigitalizowany. Wiele ze zbioroéw, zwtaszcza pochodzacych z 2 polowy XX
wieku, sa to zbiory opracowane tylko cze¢sciowo lub w ogole nieopracowane.
Okreslenie jezykowe zespotow opiera si¢ przede wszystkim na dokumentach
aktowych, a wigc elementy jezykowe dokumentéw fotograficznych sa mato
uwzglednione. O powiazaniu ze $rodowiskiem polskoj¢zycznym mozna czesto
dowiedzie¢ si¢ tylko z napiso6w na obrazie fotograficznym (np. w zespole Mo-
rawskoslaska fabryka wagonow Studénka lub Zbior plyt fotograficznych Tatra
Kopfivnice). Archiwum cyfrowe ZAO umozliwia jednak, jesli jest to celowe,
opublikowanie archiwaliow fotograficznych, bez wzgledu na stan opracowania
danego zespotu lub zbioru, w ktorym sie znajdujg. Archiwum w ten sposob
zdobywa cenne sprzezenie zwrotne ze strony badaczy i spoleczenstwa.

Obecnie w pierwszej kolejnosci sg opracowywane dokumenty ob-
razowe na nosnikach niestabilnych, to znaczy glownie szklane negaty-
wy. W przypadku zwigckszonego zainteresowania ze strony badaczy sa
digitalizowane i1 publikowane w Internecie takze wybrane fotograficzne
pozytywy. Najczeséciej sa to nastepujace gatunki materialow: dokumen-
tacja produkcji przemystowej, weduty i panoramy na budynki firmowe,
fasady i wnetrza zaktadéw produkcyjnych, dokumentacje niezwyktych

wydarzen (awarie, klgski zywiotowe, wypadki, urazy) oraz portrety osob.

Stowa kluczowe: Archiwum Ziemskie w Opawie, archiwum cyfrowe, fotogra-
fie, zespotly archiwalne, polonika fotograficzne, zespoty policyjne, fotografia
kryminalistyczna, zespoty instytucji administracji panstwowej, zespoty przedsig-

biorstw, archiwa osobiste, zespoty towarzystw
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Photographs in the funds and collections of the Land Archives in Opa-
va (hereinafter as ZAO) are primarily of documentary purpose and val-
ue.! Photographic polonics in these archive files are not numerous and
are often difficult to trace, especially in cases where the fund does not
have a more detailed archival tool. Moreover, several important funds re-
lated to Czech-Polish relations in Austrian Silesia and adjacent regions
unfortunately do not contain any photographic documents at all.? Photos
are also not included in other modern-day funds, in which several docu-
ments in Polish language can be found.? On the other hand, they are found,
for example, in “police” funds. Attractive examples of those are Policejni
feditelstvi Moravska Ostrava 1854-1945 (1959) [The Police Headquarters
Moravska Ostrava] or Policie slezského vojvodstvi — okresni velitelstvi
Cieszyn 1925-1938 [the Police of the Silesian Voivodeship — the district
headquarters of Cieszyn].*

In the contents of the above-mentioned funds, it is also easier to find “pol-

1 Thistextcomes from the author’s presentation at symposium,,Fotografiaa rzeczywisto$¢:
miedzy kreacjg a reprodukceja held in October 2017 in Czg¢stochowa.

2 For example in Land archives in Opava (hereinafter as ZAO),:Fund Ustiedi slezskych
sbort starostenskych Orlova (1904) 1907-1934 (1941) [Silesian Mayor Corps Headquarters
in Orlova]; Okresni narodni vybor Orlovd 1918-1919 [District National Committee
in Orlovd]; Mezindrodni spravni komise Karvind (1916) 1920 [The International
Administrative Commission of Karvina]; Zemska komise pro agrarni operace ve Slezsku,
Opava (1870) 1901-1927 [Land Commission for Agrarian Operations in Silesia, Opaval];
Mistni komisat pro agrarni operace ve Slezsku, Opava 1895-1909 [Local Commissioner
for Agrarian Operations in Silesia, Opava] or Evakua¢ni komise Mistek 1938—1939 [The
evacuation committee in Mistek].

3 In ZAO for example: Mezistranicky vybor polskych stran v Ceskoslovensku, Moravska
Ostrava 1929-1934 [Inter-Party Committee of the Polish Parties in Czechoslovakia,
Moravska Ostraval; Polsky pedagogicky spolek ve Slezsku, TéSin 1902-1921 [Polish
Pedagogical Society in Silesia, TéSin], Svaz polskych spottebnich druzstev ve Slezsku,
Moravska Ostrava 1922-1938 [Union of Polish Consumer Cooperatives in Silesia,
Moravska Ostrava]; KSC - krajsky vybor mladeze Moravska Ostrava 1925-1933
[Communist Party - Regional Youth Committee Moravska Ostrava]; Velkostatek Kyjovice
1623-1949 [Large Estate of Kyjovice]; Reitter Emerich a syn, ptirodovédecky ustav, Opava
(1869) 1920—-1946 [Reitter Emerich and son, Institute of Natural Sciences in Opava]. Lists
of funds do not include those administered by the Olomouc branch of the Land Archives
in Opava.

4 Much less photographs associated with the territory of present-day Poland are in the
funds of the administrative institutions. For example fund Zemska vlada slezska Opava
(1747) 1850-1928 (1938) [The Provincial government of Silesia in Opava] contains photo
documentation of the regulation of the border watercourses. In particular, it is an album
of photographs from the regulation of the border river OleSnice near Zlat¢ Hory from
1909-1911 under inventory number 2640a.
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onist” information in the evolving digital archive of the Land Archives
in Opava, accessible at http://digi.archives.cz. This online archive acces-
sory is available to researchers in the Czech, German, English and Pol-
ish language environments. However, the data itself is, of course, only
in Czech (Figure 1).

A typical example of the fund, where many text and photographic in-
formation about people from today’s Polish territory can be found online,
is the Police Headquarters Moravska Ostrava (hereinafter as “PRMO”),
where the presidential and federal agenda is made available in the form
of a detailed catalogue, containing the abbreviated contents of individual
documents. In the police collections, photographs are most often repre-
sented by identification portraits of watched or prosecuted persons — so-
called mug shots (Figure 2, 10) — or field documentation from the in-
vestigation of incidents and crimes or from police reconstruction (Figure
3). In addition, there are situational views of crime spots in disputable
matters (e.g. border incidents) or photocopies of important documents
handed over to senior political institutions. Fund Policie slezského vo-
jvodstvi, okresni velitelstvi Cieszyn [The Police of Silesian Voivodeship,
the Cieszyn District Headquarters (shotrly OVP Cieszyn)], then contains
a similar material to the PRMO. However, the content of individual writ-
ings to which portrait photographs are attached is not captured by registers
(summaries of content), and the archive tool does not contain references
to the presence of photographic material. However, this problem can be
solved by digital cataloguing, i.e. digitization of photographs and adding
information about them to the online application of the Digital Archives
of ZAO.

The “hidden” picture polonics are also found in those archives where
the photographs document topographically or personally the territory in-
habited by the Poles. That is the case of, for example, the personal funds
of Silesian politician Josef Kozdon 1897-1948 or the German archivist
Rudolf Fitz (1839) 1905-1989. In Kozdoi’s estate we can find many pho-
tographs documenting the Czechoslovak-Polish dispute over TéSinsko
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and the role of the so-called “Slonzaci/ Slazacy” in this conflict.’ Fitz’s
personal fund includes series of pictures from Warsaw (Warszawa/VarSa-
va) and Lwéw (Lviv/Lvov/Lemberg), which are probably related to his
deployment in archive management on the so-called General Gouvern-
ment of the Second World War.®

Other sources of photographic polonics are the funds of associations,
especially the documentation of Slezska Matice osvéty lidové [the Silesian
National Association for Folk Education], based in Slezska Ostrava. Here
we find documents collected by the information service of this associa-
tion, giving information on the anti-Czech activities of Poles and Germans
in TéSinsko (photographs, newspaper cuttings, leaflets, reports of suspect-
ed persons). Among the photographic material there are many footage of
documenting nationally motivated attacks on buildings of Czech institu-
tions, especially schools or memorials associated with Czech culture and
history (e.g. in 1935 the monument of the Czech anthem in Konska-Kana-
da). Further forms of provocation in public are documented here, such as
mocking flyers and posters or the erection of the Polish flag on the territo-
ry of Czechoslovak part of Tésin Land.”

From “Socialist Era” funds, a very popular sporting theme is
Ceskoslovensky svaz télesné vychovy — krajsky vybor Ostrava 1948—
1990 [the Czechoslovak Union of Physical Education — the Regional
Committee in Ostrava]. The vast fund documents not only all aspects of
controlled physical education activities after 1950, such as planning and
management of sports facilities or activities of individual sections accord-
ing to sport disciplines, but also mass sport and “spartakiad events” (Fig-
ure 9) and international sports contacts. In particular, especially valuable
are photographs of buildings and sport objects, athletes and documentary
photographs of sporting events and matches, including international ones.
A typical example of the still undocumented picture polonics is the content

of several important corporate funds, especially the content of special-

5 ZAO, fund Kozdon Josef, inv. no. 73, Archive box 47.

6 ZAO, fund Fitz Rudolf, Inv. no. 336, Sign. 227.

7 ZAO, fund Slezska matice osvéty lidové Slezska Ostrava [Silesian National Association
for Folk Education in Slezska Ostrava], Inv. no. 463, Archive box no. 65.
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ized documentation collections of industrial plants. The most significant
collection of this type is the Sbirka fotografického materidlu Ttineckych
zelezaren, s. p. Ttinec, 1871-1991 [Collection of photographic material of
the Ironworks in Ttinec] with several thousands of units, which is largely
described and digitized. It documents the development of the Ironworks
in Ttinec, especially the area of investment construction, technical devel-
opment, production and metallurgical equipment. The collection captures,
as with other corporate funds, a wide range of products. The photographic
negatives and positives show also the daily life of the metallurgists in the
“Werk” (work shots of individual operations, workers’ group, pictures
from expert conferences, several visits to the Ironworks, from important
celebrations, footage from holiday centres). The town of Ttinec and Tii-
nec region were visibly remarked by The Ironworks as it became an inte-
gral part, influencing all the aspects of life. This is shown in the collection
by footage from the construction of the city as well as from the area of
culture and sport.

Many of the documentary collections, especially for the second half of
the 20th century, are still partially or completely disorganized. Since the
characteristics of the language of these archival collections are primari-
ly based on the texts of the documents, the insufficiently described and
determined photographic documentation is not taken into account from
a linguistic point of view. It is often possible to find a connection with the
language Polish environment only from the inscriptions captured in the
photograph, for example in the Moravskoslezska vozovka Studénka,
1928-1945 [Moravian-Silesian wagon works in Studénka] (Figure 5-6) or
in Sbirka fotodesek Tatra, kombinat Koptivnice 1890-1990 [Collection of
Tatra photo plates, Kopiivnice co-plant].® The ZAO digital archive, how-
ever, allows, if it is expedient, to publish photographic archives, regard-
less of the status of the funds and collections in which they are located.

The archive thus gains valuable feedback from researchers and the general

8 In this fund, we find, for example, pictures of railway wagons for passenger transport
ordered from Lodz in the Russian occupation-part of Poland. ZAO, Sbirka fotodesek Tatra,
kombinat Kopfivnice, [Collection of Tatra photo plates, Koptivnice co-plant], Sequence
number 6.1.
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public. One example is the publication of a photo album of Valcovny kovi
in Moravska Ostrava in 1933 [the Metal Welding Plant in Moravska Os-
trava] in the Digital Archives of the ZAO. Although the photo album is
stored in the unprocessed part of the fund, it is still accessible online and
we can find here, for example, photographs of a branch of the company
in Dziedzice, Poland (Figure 7). In some cases, the valuable, but insuffi-
ciently described photo files are digitized, which will be provided by the
ZAO Digital Archive for field experts to increase the likelihood of addi-
tional identification. In addition to simply publishing the digitized image,
the digital archive also allows sending a permanent link (a permalink)
to a photographic document or a thematic selection link (a searchlink).
An example of this is the online publication of several dozen photos of
the owners and production sites of Mathias Salcher and sons in Bilovec,
including a press agency documenting the participation of the Jablunkov/
Jablonkow branch at the Poznan Trade Fair in 1939 (Figure 8).

At present, several thousand image documents are preferentially dig-
itized as they are on fragile and unstable media, especially glass photo-
graphic negatives and slides. A large proportion of plastic negative plates
and slides on glass or plastic are also scanned. The following genres appear
here: documentation of industrial production, company visions and pan-
oramas, exteriors and interiors of production facilities, documentation of
extraordinary events (accidents, natural disasters, accidents and injuries)
and portraits of persons. It can be assumed that these sources will expand
the content of the online database “Fotografické dokumenty (obrazové)
/ Dokumenty fotograficzne (obrazowe) / Photographic (visual) docu-
ments” within the digital archive of ZAO in the coming months and years.
In the case of increased research interest, selected photographic positives

on a paper pad will also be digitized and published.
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lice Headquarters Moravska Ostrava]

fund Policie slezského vojvodstvi — okresni velitelstvi Cieszyn 1925-1938
[the Police of the Silesian Voivodeship — the district headquarters of
Cieszyn]

fund Zemska vlada slezska Opava (1747) 1850—1928 (1938) [The Provin-
cial government of Silesia in Opava]

fund Moravskoslezska vozovka (vagonka) Studénka [Moravian-Silesian
wagon works in Studénka]

fund Salcher Mathias a synové, a.s. Bilovec 1850—1946 [Salcher Mathias
and Sons, Bilovec]

fund Valcovny kovil in Moravska Ostrava in 1933 [the Metal Welding
Plant in Moravska Ostrava]

Sbirka fotografického materialu Ttineckych zelezaren, s. p. Ttinec, 1871—
1991 [Collection of photographic material of the Ironworks in Ttinec]

Sbirka fotodesek Tatra, kombinat Kopfivnice 1890-1990 [Collection of
Tatra photo plates, Kopfivnice co-plant]

Summary

This article focuses on selected funds and documentation collections of the Land
Archives in Opava (without its branch in Olomouc and subordinate district archi-
ves), where photographs geographically or personally connected with Poland can
be found. Particular examples of individual types of archive units containing pho-
tographic polonics are gradually listed. At the same time, there is a description of
how these photographs are or will be presented in the application accessing the

online digitized archive resources of the Land Archives in Opava.

Key words:

Land Archives in Opava, digital archives, photographs, archive funds, photo-
graphic polonics (ie. photographs showing the Poles or territory inhabited by
Poles), police funds, criminalistic photographs, funds and collections of state ad-

ministration institutions, corporate funds, personal funds, association funds
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/N Archiwum cyfrowe Archiwum Ziemskiego w Opawie

A2 fotopolsk
ZNALEZIONE REKORDY
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JEDNOSTKAINWENTARZOWA Archivum Ziemskie w Opawie.
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JEDNOSTRAINWENTARZOWA Aschivum Zicmskic W Opawie:
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1. Example of full-text search in the Polish-language version of the Digital Archives
of the Land Archives in Opava (hereinafter as DA ZAO) — given he roots of the Czech
words ,,foto” and ,,polsk™ into the browser

SRR R

2. Viktor Batanda from Lvov, student of law at Krakow’s university and socialist agitator
in the Ostrava region. Identity portrait of the person prosecuted in 1896, made by the
state authorities in Krakow. Technique: using the mirror placed above the right-hand

shoulder of the portraited person, the front (en face) and profile viewing is achieved in
one image. (ZAO, fund Policejni feditelstvi Moravska Ostrava [Police Headquarters
Moravska Ostrava] archive box no. 89, Signature 3249)
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3. Consulate of the Republic of Poland in Moravian Ostrava in 1930 - a photograph
taken in connection with communist protests against the then political regime in Poland
(ZAO, fund Policejni feditelstvi Moravska Ostrava [Police Headquarters Moravska
Ostrava], archive box no. 310, Signature 1679)

4. The Polish forester Jan Delong of Orlova was tried for the anti-Czech riots in T¢Sin by
the Regional Court in Moravska Ostrava in November 1935 - reportage photo from the
court hearing (ZAO, fond Policejni feditelstvi Moravska Ostrava [Police Headquarters

Moravska Ostrava], archive box no. 408, Signature 1/22)
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5. Railway wagon produced by the Moravian-Silesian road (railway wagon) in Studénka
for the Galician market - glass negative scan and the same film published on the DA
ZAO registration card in the Polish language environment (ZAO, fund MSV Studénka,
Inv. No. 197, Signature 4)

ﬁ Archiwum cyfrowe Archiwum Ziemskiego w Opawie

INWENTARZ. (ELEKTRONICZNY)
m Nazwa: MORAVSKOSLEZSKA VOZOVKA, AKCIOVA SPOLEGNOST STUDENKA (1500)1928 1945(1953)

Numer inventarza: | 56/1 Zakres czasowy: (1900) 1928 - 1945 (1953)

M 44 261 Catkiem:2193 @ P B
JEDNOSTKA INWENTARZOWA

E Nazwa inwentarza: MORAYVSKOSLEZSKA VOZOVKA, AKCIOVA SPOLECNOST STUDENKA (1900)1928

[1e]| MORAVSKOSLEZSKA VOZOVKA, AKCIOVA SPOLECNOST S
1945(1953)

0] 12D 928 - &. pom. 5671 [ (1900) 1928 - 155 (1

Numer invientarza: | 56/1

Moravskoslezska vozovka, a. 5. Studénka - NAD 928
e ) > NSV Studénka [ (1500) 1928 - 155 1
(NAD):

Rozdziat: =V, Jing materisl b) Fotaneeativv Nskladni vozy

@ Tawartosc inwentarza
Numer 197

1. Uednd knihy | 1
inwentarzovy:

Syenatura: 4

1. Sprévnf knihy | 2

PR (1501) pr 2. Provomi knihy | 19
Zawartoéc:  Kotlovy viiz 2-naprav. 14200 Litrd typu "R, 18x24 cm, zach. Il Spisovy materidl | 39

Uviagi: Por.. 2 1. Spisy | 40

Data aktualizacji: 20140410 13:16:51

a) vedeni a sprava | 41

6. Railway wagon produced by the Moravian-Silesian road (railway wagon) in Studénka
for the Galician market - glass negative scan and the same film published on the DA
ZAO registration card in the Polish language environment (ZAO, fund MSV Studénka,
Inv. No. 197, Signature 4)
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7. View of the metal rolling mill in Dziedzice from the south (ZAO, the unsorted fond
of Valcovny kovti, a.s. Moravska Ostrava-Ptivoz 1851-1945 [Metal Welding Factory,
Moravska Ostrava-Ptivoz]

SYnowie
SIOLK A

ARCHINA

FABRYKI WYROBOW £7s -

JABLONE

LASK ZAOLZIANGS!

e J

8. Trade Fair in Poznan / Migdzynarodowe Targi Poznanskie — Presentation of MASSAG
Branch in Jablunkov, 1938-1939 (ZAO, fund Salcher Mathias a synové, a.s. Bilovec
[Salcher Mathias and Sons, Bilovec], Inv. No. 435)

68



Polonika na fotografiach w zespotach i zbiorach Archiwum...

9. Shot of the Spartakiad 23rd May 1965 in Ttinec, when the procession arrived at the
stadium Borek (ZAO, Sbirka fotografického materialu Tfineckych zelezaren, s.p. Tfinec
1871-1991 [Collection of photographic material of Ttinec Ironworks], Sign. 179, serial
number 9-05)

-
e S

10. Identity photographs according to the principles of the criminologist Alphonse
Bertillon (the so-called mug shot), a picture of the T&sin barber Jan Krupa, arrested in
summer of 1936 on the border bridge for spying in favor of Czechoslovakia. In 1937 he
was sentenced to eight years in prison. (ZAO, fund Policie slezského vojvodstvi, okresni
velitelstvi Cieszyn [Police of Silesian Voivodeship, Cieszyn District Headquarters],
archive box no. 8, Inv. No. 57)
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